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He Was Mechanic Arts”
Mechanic Arts High School
The Dietrich Lange Years, 1916-1939

A hand-tinted portrait of Dietrich Lange, who served as principal o f Mechanic
Arts High School between 1916 and 1939. Photo courtesy of John W. Mittelstadt.
Photography by Maureen McGinn.
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A Message from the Editorial Board
ood historical research and writing ultimately reveals the stories of people
from a new perspective. In his history of diverse Mechanics Arts High School,
John W. Larson shares his insights on the influence of a committed principal and En
glish teachers on the later careers of graduates, including Roy Wilkins and Harry Blackmun. Paul D. Nelson shows how his earlier article on the Crex Carpet Company led to
a new discovery: memoirs of the company’s first president, Michael J. O’Shaughnessy.
And Paul Picard outlines the story of Billy Miske, a St. Paul boxer who took on Jack
Dempsey in 1920 despite an illness that would soon take his life. We are proud to help
preserve accounts like these, which otherwise would go unrecognized, and showcase
them for our wider member audience. As you hold this magazine, you are in a unique
position to read these stories: share the wealth and recruit a new member today!

G

Anne Cowie,
Chair, Editorial Board

Letters to the Editor

Kudos for Crex
Paul D. N elson’s story about w ild wire
grass in the W inter 2006 issue was well
worth m y annual m em bership check.
I ’m intrigued and still wondering
about a question posed by Nelson: How
did the young wom en who w orked in
the factory feel about their labor in a
burden o f ‘“ clatter, roar, rattle, and dust’
for h alf the pay o f m e n .. . or did they
find satisfaction in cam araderie and at
least a measure o f self-reliance?”
This question invites the reader to
reach beyond the w ell-researched facts
. . . and into s o u ls .. . .

Jo An M. Lindsfrom, Lake Elmo
For more on the Crex story, see Paul
Nelson’s “Crex Revisited” starting on
page 18 o f this issue.

Jew s and Low ertow n
The articles by Eileen M cCorm ack and
David R iehle on M ary H ill’s Lowertown in the Spring issue w ere interest
ing, but why was there no discussion of
the Jew ish residents o f this “lost neigh
borhood” ?

Gene Rosenblum, St. Paul
We’re working with Gene Rosenblum
to expand the coverage o f Jewish resi
dents o f this part o f St. Paul in the last
decades o f the nineteenth century. Look
fo r a follow-up in a future issue.

“Pin Money” Questioned
I ’m not sure I like the part about “pin
m oney” in [Anne B. W ebb’s review of
Pearl and the H ow ling H ound Farm
in the Spring 2006 issue]. As poor
as farm ers w ere, there was no “pin
money.” T he m oney w ent w here it was
needed m ost. We m ore often called

this m oney “chicken feed.” M ostly
farm ing for a m arried couple was a
team effort. M any w om en w orked in
the b am helping m ilk c o w s .. . W hen
P earl’s grandfather w orked in the bak
ery [on the farm ], you w ouldn’t say
he deprived som e w om an o f her “pin
money.” . . . The rest o f the [review]
was done very well.

Nancy Schenk Gysbers, Roseville

NE com er o f Sixth St. and Rosabel St.,
w hich is off the map to the bottom , at its
original location.

Geoffrey Brewster,
Paradise Valley, Ariz.
Mr. Brewster has definitely caught sev
eral errors in this article on Lowertown.
We stand corrected and thank him for
taking the time to call these mistakes to
our attention.

Correction
The Stahlm ann Brewery brand and
tradem ark are owned by M ark L. Arend.
The editor regrets that this inform ation
was not included with the reproduction
o f the Stahlmann letterhead on the back
cover o f the Spring 2006 issue.

More on th e Schurm eier
and Gotzian Fam ilies
I w ish to make som e statem ents, for the
purpose o f strictest accuracy and infor
m ation about [the Schurm eier and G ot
zian fam ilies in Eileen M cC orm ack’s
“M ary H ill’s Lowertown,” in the Spring
2006 issue], I believe C. H. Schurm eier
cam e to St. Paul in 1852-1854; perhaps
to buy land a n d . . . have a house built;
but that som etim e in 1854 his family
m oved fully and perm anently to St.
Paul.. . .
[The article states that the Schurmeiers had] “sons.” W rong; should be “son,”
as only one was alive then (Paul H . ) . . . .
[The G otzians’ daughter was not] “H el
ena.” Should be H e l e n . . . . [The G ot
zians’ daughter] “Roberta” should be
Ruberta.
The map o f Lowertown is “w rong”
in the placem ent o f No. 12 [for the First
Germ an M ethodist Episcopal Church],
as it was not there in 1884, the date of
the m ap used (it was there only about
and after 1891), being [in 1884] on the

W here Was Nash Street?
I ’m working on a m anuscript about a
Swedish im m igrant woman [who] lived
in St. Paul briefly with her husband.
Their (Jacob and M innie Halgren) ad
dress was 219 N ash (in 1893-94). Could
you tell me where this was located then,
and what replaced the street?
How close [was] this street to Payne
Avenue, where the couple would have
been able to access a num ber o f Swed
ish businesses? The husband was living
just up the hill from Swede Hollow (603
Fred) before the couple married in 1893.

Dr. Joy K. Lintelman,
Moorhead, Minn.
In the 1890s, 219 Nash was located at
the comer o f Nash and L ’Orient. Nash
Street was approximately five blocks
long. It was renamed 14th Street and
by the 1950s University Avenue was
extended to include Nash/14th. Today
L ’Orient is on the west side o f I-35E
north. Thus the comer o f Nash and
L ’Orient is now roughly the west side
o f the underpass fo r University Avenue.
The Halgrens’ house would probably
have been located on the west exit ramp
from 1-35E to University. In the 1890s
they would therefore have been living
about a mile west o f Swede Hollow and
Payne Avenue.
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