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A M essage from the Editorial Board
The Ramsey County Historical Socie
ty recently lost a loyal and long-time sup
porter when Lester B. LeVesconte, a
grandson of Heman and Jane Gibbs, died
in Illinois. In 1849 the Gibbs family es
tablished the pioneer farmstead that to
day we know as the Gibbs Farm Muse
um. Lester LeVesconte, whose mother
was the Gibbs’s daughter, Lillie, was in
strumental in working out in 1949 the ar
rangements by which the Gibbs farm be
came a museum under the auspices of the
Ramsey County Historical Society.
The Society’s debt to Lester LeVes
conte extends beyond the Gibbs Farm
Museum because over many years Mr.
LeVesconte actively promoted the publi
cation of historical material about the
Gibbs family and Ramsey County. Thus
he helped support financially the Socie
ty’s publication of his mother’s book, Lit
tle Bird That Was Caught, about Jane
Gibbs’s experiences as a young pioneer in
the wilderness that became Minnesota.
His advocacy of the publication of Ram-

A
n .

Lester LeVesconte
sey County history extended to the Socie
ty’s broader plans, which included this
quarterly magazine, Ramsey County His
tory.
We honor Lester LeVesconte’s mem
ory and his many contributions to the
Ramsey County Historical Society. We
are inspired by his example and his vision
for history.
-J o h n M. Lindley, chairman,
Editorial Board

The Last Shots o f Two Wars

U.S

The‘Fighting Saint’—the
Tom Bolan
“We were about five miles offshore and

t. Paul’s Minnesotans perhaps don’t fully realize the extent of the had been bombarding seaport installa
tions , and the Japanese were shooting back
historic connection they have to World War If and later conflicts.
before the cease-fire,” Gildersleeve
Naval reservists from St. Paul were involved in firing the first shot of the
recalled. “We had taken some hits and the
war from the guns of the destroyer, the U. S. S. Ward, and the last shot damage probably caused the communica
of the war from the guns of the heavy cruiser, the U. S. S. St. Paul (CA- tions lapse.” He said that he was in the fire
73), also known as the “Fighting Saint.”
control center plotting range and bearing

S

The story of the Ward is told by Lieu
tenant Commander Arnold S. Lott, Chief
Hull Technician Robert F. Sumrall (both
now retired) and other Ward veterans in
USS Ward Fires First Shot WWII, pub
lished in St. Paul in 1983 by the First Shot
Naval Veterans. An account of the Ward’s
wartime service also was published in the
Winter, 1991, issue of Ramsey County
History in commemoration of the fiftieth
anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
Although the Ward was launched in
1918, the ship’s entrance into history came
on December 4, 1941, when she was pa
trolling the entrance to Pearl Harbor be
fore the Japanese attack. Many of the crew
aboard the Ward were reserve sailors from
the St. Paul area-young men who were
destined to fight a long war. The Ward’s
gunfire destroyed a Japanese midget sub
marine, inflicting the first casualties on the
Japanese strike force an hour before the air
attack itself.
Some four years later, the name of St.
Paul was again enrolled in the history of
the war. The city’s namesake, the U. S. S.
St. Paul, fired the last naval shot of the war
on the main islands of Japan. The heavy
cruiser had recently joined Admiral Wil
liam F. Halsey’s task force off Japan. In
what was only her second action, a night
shelling of a Japanese steel mill, the St.
Paul was accompanied by cruisers U.S.S.
Boston, U.S.S. Chicago and U.S.S. Quin
cy, battleships U.S.S. Indiana, U.S.S.
South Dakota and U.S.S. Massachusetts;
and the British battleship King George V.
Numerous destroyers screened the ar
4
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mada.
The St. Pauls shots, the last of World
War II from an American vessel off the
coast of Japan’s northern island of Hokkai
do, were fired on August 9, 1945, at the
steel mills in the city of Kamaiski. They
came five minutes after the cease-fire or
der, ending World War n , was given.
“I know, because I was the officer who
relayed the order to fire,” Harry D. Gildersleeve told the author. Now a doctor of
optometry in O’Neill, Nebraska, Gildersleeve was at that time the main battery
shore bombardment officer on board the
St. Paul. The salvo directed at Japan from
the cruiser’s eight-inch battery occurred
because of a temporary lapse in communi
cations between the Number 2 turret and
the fire control center five decks below.

for the three main gun turrets at the time of
the cease-fire.
“The Number 2 turret didn’t get the
cease-fire order from the captain or the
gunnery officer,” he continued. “I saw
their red ‘ready’ light come on. That meant
that the turret crew had loaded the guns and
had pushed a button, letting us know they
were ready to fire. That’s a dangerous situ
ation. You don’t have much time. Big
sacks of gunpowder are rammed into the
guns behind the projectiles in loading. Be
cause the guns are hot from previous
firings, they can explode if too much time
is taken before the guns are fired again.”
Gildersleeve remembered that “all hell
broke loose” as the problem was quickly
relayed to Admiral Halsey. “Halsey gave
the order to clear the guns by firing any-

The U. S. S. St. Paul in Japan’s inland sea, the Naikai Seto, in the early 1950s. All
photos used with this article, including the cover photo, are from the U. S. S. St. Paul
Association.
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where toward Japan,” Gildersleeve said.
“I relayed the order to the turret for ran
dom firing.”
Thus, the last shot of the naval war fired
at Japan after the cease-fire by the U.S.S.
St. Paul was the result of a miscommunicated order. It wasn’t planned, but it served
its purpose.
The name St. Paul was originally
scheduled to be given to another heavy
cruiser, which instead was named the
U. S. S. Quincy The name change was made
on October 16,1942, to honor the memory
of an earlier U.S.S. Quincy, which was
sunk during the August, 1942, Battle of
Savo Island. Thus the new Quincy preced
ed the St. Paul to the navy’s roster of ships
by four months.
The St. Paul was the sixth in line of
fourteen Baltimore Class heavy cruisers.
Ships in this class had a main battery of
three triple turrets o f 8-inch guns. Their
secondary battery consisted of six twin
mounts of 5-inch dual purpose guns, along
with numerous 40-mm quad guns and two
20-mm antiaircraft guns, thus providing
protection against incoming enemy
planes. In later years the 40- and 20-mm
guns were replaced by rapid-fire 3-inch
50-caliber guns
Of the fourteen Baltimores that the
Navy built, seven saw action in World War
II and were awarded fifteen battlestars col
lectively. None were seriously damaged,
all survived the war, but none, sadly, sur
vived the cutter’s torch. No successful
efforts were launched to save them. Per
haps the Navy and some of the cities for
which the ships were named could have
been more aware of their role in history.
For the men who were ex-cruiser sailors,
the St. Paul and others became “razor
blades” when they were cut up for scrap
metal.
The St. Paul was christened at its
launching on September 16,1944, by Mrs.

U. S. S. St. Paul commissioning ceremony, February 17, 1945. Left to right: Captain
Ernest H. von Heimburg, the cruiser’s commanding officer; St. Paul Mayor John J.
McDonough; the ship’s sponsor, Mrs. Marie McDonough; Massachusetts Governor
Maurice J. Tobin; and Rear Admiral Felix X. Gygax, First Naval District commandant.

John J. McDonough, wife of the mayor of
St. Paul. She was accompanied to the
ceremony at the Bethlehem Steel Compa
ny shipyard in Quincy, Massachusetts, by
her husband and their son, Jack. The next
day, Mayor McDonough was guest speak
er at the commissioning of the ship in
Boston.
Because many St. Paul residents want
ed to feel that this was truly their ship, they
organized a drive to sell United States sav
ings bonds and stamps. As reported in the
Minneapolis Daily Times on April 5,1945,
the eight students who sold the most bonds
and stamps were to go to the christening.
The drive was so successful that the city of
St. Paul raised the entire $43 million that
the new cruiser cost. One boy alone sold
$60,000 worth of bonds and stamps. Per
haps some of the enthusiasm shown by the
people of St. Paul was embedded in that
great steel hull and helped make her the
ship she was. (In 1970, Ms. Marion Huff
man, who was one of those eight students,
paid a return visit to the cruiser.)
Clarence Frame, a St. Paul native, was
one of the St. PauT s plankowners - a Navy
term for a sailor who is stationed aboard a
ship at the time of its christening. Enlistng
right after Pearl Harbor, Frame served un
til 1946. He was later recalled for service

in the Korean War.
On February 17, 1945, with 1,200
officers and men on board under the com
mand of Captain Ernest von Heimburg,
the crew raised the St. Paul’s commission
flag and the American flag at the mast for
the first time. She was ready to join her sis
ter ships of the United States Navy. Al
though the ship’s crew thought she was
ready, the Navy wasn’t prepared as yet to
send the St. Paul into action. She was
ready, however, in March to go to sea on
a shakedown cruise to check out all her
systems.
Other St. Paul sailors, besides Frame,
who were aboard for the cruise to Guan
tanamo Bay, Cuba, were Boatswain Leo
Dieltz and Petty Officers William Floyd
Reed, Anthony F. Phillips, Dwayne Shovbroten, Alex Battisto and R. E. Benson.
Their experiences on board were reported
locally by Don Berg, chief photographer
for the Minneapolis Daily Times. After
constant drills and numerous system
evaluations, the Navy determined that the
St. Paul was ready to do the job she was as
signed to do. She said good-bye to the East
Coast, never to see it again, and sailed west
through the Panama Canal. She would live
some twenty-six years, all of them in the
Pacific, and serve in three wars: World
RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY
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War n , Korea and Vietnam. She would
earn eighteen battlestars, second only to
the twenty battlestars earned by the aircraft
carrier, U.S.S. Enterprise. Collectively,
the St. Paul fired at the enemy in excess of
200,000 rounds during her life sp an more shots than any American ship in his
tory. These actions wore out her guns,
making it necessary to replace the rifle bar
rels several times.
During her three tours in Korea, the St.
Paul participated in many fire fights with
the North Koreans and the Chinese. She
ranged up and down both coasts of Korea,
to the east in the Sea of Japan and the west
in the China Sea. She served with the naval
forces of the Seventh Fleet as a support
ship for the fleet’s aircraft carriers. At
times she operated with as many as four
flattops whose planes were essential to the
United Nations’ action in Korea between
1950 and 1953.
In Sea War in Korea, Malcolm W. Ca
gle and Frank Mansur described how the
U. S. S. St. Paul operated closely with Brit
ish troops. For example, at Songjin on the
east coast, the St. Paul supported British
commandos, as well as her complement of
United States Marines, in making a land
ing to blow up a railroad tunnel. On the
west coast in the China Sea, the St. Paul
operated with British aircraft carriers, ac
companied by the British cruiser HMS Bel
fa st and several other British and Canadian
destroyers.
In the summer of 1951, following
General Douglas MacArthur’s daring am
phibious landing at Inchon, the St. Paul
lost ten men while supporting the United
States Army in its drive to retake Seoul.
The weather was stormy. Carrying four
passengers, four crew members and a boat
officer, the cruiser’s Number 1 motor
whaleboat failed to return from a run to the
fleet landing ashore. The next day, the
bodies of three of the men—A. H. Welch,
W. M. Barker and D. L. C hatellier-w ere
recovered after an intensive search by all
ships in the area. During those same
difficult operations, crew members
managed to rescue some downed aviators,
both at sea and behind enemy lines, using
the ship’s helicopter.
Probably the most memorable action
involving the St. Paul during the Korean
War took place at Wonsan and Hungnam
6
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Mayor and Mrs. John J. McDonough (center) at the ship’s christening ceremony in
Quincy, Massachusetts, on September 16, 1944. With them are the eight students
who won trips to the christening as the top sellers of the savings bond and stamps
that were part of the $43 million the city of St. Paul raised to pay the cost of the ship.

in the two weeks preceding Christmas,
1950. According to James. A. Fields, Jr.,
in US Naval Operations in Korea, the crew
of the St. Paul evacuated thousands of Ko
rean soldiers, civilians and United States
Army and Marine troops, the latter com
ing out of the Chosin Reservoir.
Following the retaking of Seoul, the
United States and South Korean forces
drove north of the 38th Parallel into North
Korea. By late October, thousands of Chi
nese Communist troops had crossed the
border into North Korea. Fierce fighting
followed. The St. Paul and other cruisers
and battleships provided gunfire support to
United Nations forces. All the troops at
Hungnam were evacuated safely, the last
ones leaving on December 24, 1950. On
Christmas Day, the St. Paul was the last
ship to leave the harbor, but not before her
gunners had leveled the waterfront. Army
demolition teams also made sure nothing
was left at Hungnam except for a pile of
rubble. It was a bittersweet day. The
troops were rescued but a massive retreat
followed.
In the midst of the fighting and shelling
in Korea was the “The Incident of Fusshi-

To,” which softened the hearts of battleweary sailors. While stationed in Inchon
Harbor on the west coast of South Korea,
the St. Paul shelled the nearby enemy day
and night. In the middle of the harbor was
a tiny island with a lighthouse that was no
longer functioning. Lieutenant Edwin H.
Bahr, the assistant damage control officer,
took off in a whaleboat with a party to re
pair it. There on the island they found
forty-five starving orphans, ages one to
fourteen, with three adults. They had been
abandoned in the wake of the war. Bahr, a
former prisoner of war of the Japanese,
managed to talk with them in pidgin
English-Japanese. They were devoid of
supplies and living on spoonfuls of rice.
The sailors collected $500 and 1,500
pounds of clothing for the children and
their caregivers. Crew members sent an
additional sum of money to Tokyo to buy
seed for crops. Before leaving the area, the
St. Paul contacted a supply ship in the har
bor and asked the crew to watch over these
casualties of war. “The Incident of FusshiTo” demonstrated that the St. Paul’s ser
vice in Korea was not all shelling and
killing.

Among the ship’s forty fatal casualties
Members of the U. S. S. Saint Paul As
during the war were thirty sailors from the
sociation, an organization formed of
Third Division who were killed by an ac
men who served aboard the heavy
cidental explosion in Turret 1 during the
cruiser, will gather for a reunion in St.
ship’s second tour of duty in Korean
Paul on September 16, 1994, in com
waters. These men had just relieved the
memoration of the fiftieth anniversary
Second Division at 4 o’clock one after
of the ship’s launching.
noon. They fired one round at the enemy in
a short bombardment mission. There was
a hangfire on the second round and almost
everyone in the turret was killed. The ex
ceptions were a few survivors on the lower
deck who were saved by hatches that were
tightly secured. The St. Paul finished the
mission, then steamed to Pusan to transfer
her dead to the hospital ship Haven. The
next day she was back on the firing line.
The cruiser’s third Korean tour was
memorable. After four months of action,
the long-standing peace talks finally
brought the war to an end, but not before
the St. Paul had fired the last shot of this
war. The United Nations authorities had
announced on June 27, 1953, that the Two St. Paul men aboard the St. Paul.
cease-fire was to take effect at high noon. Robert E. Benson, (above), boatswain’s
mate first class, during mail call at
The St. Paul wanted to fire the last shot.
As Sam Romano, the ship’s fire control Trinidad, B.W. /., March, 1945. Below is
ship’s boatswain Leo Dieltz.
chief, recalled it, he was ordered to fire
that final round. The target was deter
mined, the range set, and the time it would
take the round to reach the target was cal
culated. Romano determined that this last
round would explode forty seconds after it
leftthegun. So, at 40 seconds before noon,
the gun crew fired a shot that landed on tar
get at exactly 12 o’clock.
At T.O .T. (Time on Target) that day,
Romano was in the Main Plot Firing Room
and Admiral Sanders was on the bridge as
the shell sped on its way from “Tiptop,” the
St. Paul’s call sign, in die conclusion of the
war. It is perhaps incredible that one ship
was on station to fire the final shot of two
major wars. Later, the 8-inch shell was
placed in front of Turret 1. One of the gun
ners mates painted it and Admiral Harry President Dwight D. Eisenhower on a visit
to Taiwan. Eisenhower found time for
Sanders autographed the casing.
After serving with distinction in two some skeet shooting off the fantail before
wars, the St. Paul was ready to resume her meeting with Taiwan’s Generalissimo
role in the peacetime Navy. Homeported Chiang Kai-Chek.
During this time, a Hollywood studio
in various West Coast ports, including
Long Beach and San Diego, California, received Navy permission to shoot part of
and Bremerton, Washington, she usually the movie, “In Harm’s Way,” the 1964 Otto
would deploy annually for cruises to the Preminger World War II film, on board the
western Pacific. Many notables would be “Fighting Saint.” Its actors included John
on board during these cruises, including Wayne, Kirk Douglas, Tom Tryon, Bur

gess Meredith and Carroll O’Connor, as
well as some of the ship’s crew.
Before World W a rn , som eoftheU . S.
Navy’s major warships were homeported
in the Far East, and mostly in Manila in the
Philippines. After the war this policy was
discontinued, but it was revived again in
1959 when on May 26 the St. Paul was or
dered to homeport in Yokosuka, Japan.
Since the Navy required the ship to have an
all-volunteer crew, 80 percent of her crew
members at that time were transferred to
other assignm ents. V olunteers were
solicited from First Fleet ships on the West
Coast and thus she sailed for Japan fully
manned, becoming the first major warship
to be homeported in the Far East in twenty
years.
Those who volunteered for duty aboard
the St. Paul, including Captain Channing
Zucker (ret.), look back on those years
fondly. The St. Paul became the flagship
of the Seventh Fleet, under the command
of Vice Admiral Frederick N. Kivette.
Even though she always was battle-ready,
much of the ship’s time in the Far East was
spent showing the flag at Japanese ports.
Many, many Japanese citizens, including
thousands of school children and many or-'
phans, came aboard to tour the St. Paul.
The ship also sailed to other Far East ports.
During one of these cruises, the “Snooky
Poo” (or St. Paul) steamed south to In
donesia, thus crossing the equator. In
time-honored tradition, all the “Pollywogs” (crew members who had not yet
crossed the equator) went through the ritu
al initiation to become “Shellbacks” (those
who had crossed the equator).
On July 6,1962, after being relieved by
the U.S.S. Oklahoma City, the Sr. Paul set
sail for home. The following year she be
came the flagship of the First Fleet. For the
next four years, from her home port in San
Diego, she made numerous ports-of-call
up and down the coast, to Acapulco, Mexi
co, and Vancouver, British Columbia. It
was good duty for the married men, but the
young sailors yearned for a cruise to the
western Pacific. After all, the Navy’s job is
to see the world.
In 1966 the St. Paul went back to war
again. On May 11 she sailed for the west
ern Pacific to relieve the U. S. S. Canberra,
another heavy cruiser. This would be the
St. Paul’s first wartime deployment to
RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY
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Vietnam, but not her last. She made four
more deployments to the bombline, and
participated in many missions and engage
ments, distinguished herself with constant
destruction of enemy employments and
personnel, engaged in numerous fire fights
and many times was straddled by the ene
my’s return shellfire. She sustained only
two hits, which resulted in one casualty but
no deaths. The majority of the time the St.
Paul was operating off Vietnam, she
served with the task force of carriers in the
Tonkin Gulf.
During the Vietnam War, the ship kept
intact her record of strong gunfire support
for troops ashore. Many of the Marines
who were on the battlefront in Vietnam can
attest to the number of times that shore firecontrol parties called for the use of the St.
Paul’s 5- and 8-inch guns in support of
their ground operations.
In 1967 the St. Paul retired to Subic Bay
in the Philippines to have all nine of her 8inch guns replaced. (During the Korean
War in 1951, she’d had her original barrels
replaced at Hunter’s Point in San Francis
co.) By the late 1960s, she had fired more
shots than any American naval ship in his
tory. Captain Norman Kaufman recorded
in his log book that during the 103 days and
54.300 miles of her Vietnam deployment
alone, she had fired 64,045 rounds in
1.300 missions.
On August 8, 1970, the Navy notified
the St. Paul, while she was in Yokosuka,
Japan, that she was to be decommissioned,
and on August 22 she sailed out of Yokosuka, never to see it again. Three days later
the cruiser was back on the bombline in the
Tonkin Gulf, but on September 20 she left
Danang for good, her final bomb mission
completed. Nine days later, while in Subic
Bay, the ship suffered a final casualty.
Robert Salkeld, a seaman who was stand
ing too close to a moving anchor chain,
was killed by the chain. It was ironic that
no member of the crew was ever lost in
combat in Vietnam but one of them was
killed on his way home.
The St. Paul returned for the last time
to a welcome in San Diego on October 16,
1970. On November 24 her ammunition
was unloaded at Seal Beach, California,
turning her into a rather toothless wardog.
During her lifetime, the St. Paul had made
seventeen deployments to the Far East, a
8
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Movie actor John Wayne with marines in the St. Paul’s Marine Detachment compart
ment, August, 1964, aboard for the filming of “In Harm’s Way.”
service of twelve years and six months.
This equates to 48 percent of her time in
commission. Her cruises ranged from four
to twenty-eight months and from May 15,
1945, to October 26, 1970.
On February 1, 1971, with St. Paul
Mayor Charles McCarthy on board, the
U. S. S. St. Paul set sail for Bremerton. She
arrived February 4. The following April 5,
most of the crewmen were granted leave.
On April 30 her flag was struck and she
was decommissioned and placed in moth
balls. The last man off the ship was Wayne
Hurst, along with Mike Thyberg, now of
Eleroy, Illinois, and current president of
the U.S.S. Saint Paul Association.
In 1980 the St. Paul was towed to San
Pedro harbor where she was cut up for
scrap. Of the seventy-four cruisers that
served in World War II, not one was saved
as a maritime memorial. At one time,
Mayor McCarthy wanted the Navy to give
the entire ship to the city of St. Paul. How
ever, there was no way to get the 673-foot,
17,000-ton St. Paul up the Mississippi,
even if the Navy had allowed it. Returning
from Washington, D. C ., McCarthy said
at the time that he almost came back with
the ship but “I couldn’t figure out a way to
get it under the Robert Street bridge.”
Instead, he brought back the ship’s bell,
which is on display outside the mayor’s
office in the St. Paul City Hall-Ramsey
County Courthouse. The ship’s ten-ton,
eleven-foot-high anchor resides across the
Mississippi on Harriet Island.
Throughout their years of service, the

U. S. S. St. Paul and her crew maintained
close ties with the people of St. Paul, and
St. Paul’s residents also maintained their
own lively interest in the ship named for
their city. In a colorful ceremony aboard
the St. Paul at Hunters Point on August 6,
1951, Mayor Edward K. Delaney of St.
Paul presented the cruiser with a twentyeight piece silver service engraved with
the state seal of Minnesota. The gift was
financed by the Mayor’s Armed Forces
Services Committee, a group of seventeen
St. Paul business and professional men.
Delaney and his party were given certi
ficates making them honorary crew mem
bers and a souvenir log of their visit was
mailed to St. Paul. Besides Delaney,
others who were present that day were
Audrey Sheehand, Queen of the Snows of
the St. Paul Winter Carnival; Jay O’Con
nor, the carnival’s prime minister and dep
uty commissioner for the city of St. Paul;
Clayton G. Rein, assistant chairman of the
Mayor’s Committee; and Donald F. Sager,
public relations officer for St. Paul.
Years later, on January 26, 1964, a
city of St. Paul flag was presented to the
U.S.S. St. Paul by a three-man delegation,
includingM. J. Galvin, president of the St.
Paul Junior Chamber of Commerce; D.
Anderson; and A. Olsen.
Tom Bolan, Erie, Pennsylvania, is vice
president o f the U.S.S. Saint Paul Associa
tion and its historian. The author wishes to
thank association members whose memo
rabilia and recollections contributed to
this history.

A German propaganda card given to Russell W. Anderson by a German sol
dier taken prisoner during the Normandy landings. “He was a nice guy," An
derson remembers. See the article beginning on Page 9: “D-Day Remem
bered by Seven Who Were There.”
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